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(57) Abstract

A control system is disclosed for office machines, in particular photocopiers (10) or
the like, with at least one wear part (12-21) that needs to be exchanged after a certain operat-
ing time and at least one operating time detector (22-32) connected to a display unit (22-32)
that displays the operating time or indicates when an operating time threshold is exceeded.
A read/write unit (48) is provided for code data carriers (50), in particular magnetic or
smart cards associated to each wear part (12-21) to be installed. When the code data carrier
is inserted, the control system resets the operating time detector. Such a control system re-
duces the risks of installation of wear parts of inadequate quality.

(57) Zusammenfassung

Es wird eine Steuerungssystem fiir Biiromaschinen, insbesondere Kopiergerite (10)
oder dergleichen, mit wenigstens einem nach einem bestimmten Benutzungsumfang auszu-
wechselnden Verbrauchsteil (12-21) und mit wenigstens einer Benutzungsumfangs-Erfas-
sungseinrichtung (22-32) und einer mit dieser verbundenen Anzeigeeinheit (22-32) fiir den
Benutzungsumfang oder/und fiir eine Uberschreitung einer Benutzungsumfangsgrenze vor-
geschlagen, bei welchem eine Lese-/Schreibeinheit (48) vorgesehen ist fiir einen jedem ein-
zubauenden Verbrauchsteil (12-21) jeweils zugeordneten Schliissel-Datentrager (50), insbe-
sondere Magnet oder Chip-Karte, und dass das Steuerungssystem bei Zufiihrung eines
Schliissel-Datentriigers die Benutzungsumfangs-Erfassungseinrichtung riicksetzt. Ein derar-
tiges Steuersystem verringert das Risiko , dass qualitativ nicht ausreichende Verbrauchsteile
eingebaut werden.
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The Commissioner of
Patents and Trademarks

Has received an application for a patent for a
new and useful invention. The title and descrip-
tion of the invention are enclosed. The require-
ments of law have been complied with, and it
has been determined that a patent on the in-
vention shall be granted under the law.

Therefore, this
United States Patent

Grants to the person(s) having title to this patent
the right to exclude others from making, using,
offering for sale, or selling the invention
throughout the United States of America or im-
porting the invention into the United States of
America for the term set forth below, subject to
the payment of maintenance fees as provided
by law.

If this application was filed prior to June 8,
1995, the term of this patent is the longer of
seventeen years from the date of grant of this
patent or twenty years from the earliest effec-
tive U.S. filing date of the application, subject
fo any statutory extension.

If this application was filed on or after June 8,
1995, the term of this patent is twenty years from
the U.S. filing date, subject to any statutory ex-
tension. If the application contains a specific
reference to an earlier filed application or ap-
plications under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121 or 365(c),
the term of the patent is twenty years from the
date on which the earliest application was filed,
subject to any statutory extension.

Bace Thwae,

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks

Attest




